
By Kelly Parsons
Senior Writer

The game was over, but Jonathan Cooper 
wasn’t quite ready to begin his final stroll off 
the Kenan Stadium field. So he lingered.

The Bell Tower, now lit in the sky, peaked 
through the stately pines that surround the 
stadium he’d learned to call home. Fans cel-
ebrating North Carolina’s season-ending 45-38 

win against Maryland remained, singing the 
alma mater he’d heard so many times before. 
But this time, the last time, it was different.

“I was really just trying to soak up the 
atmosphere,” Cooper said.

Ten years earlier, Cooper was unable to play 
football because he was bigger than all the 
other kids his age. Now, he’s one of three final-
ists for the Outland Trophy, the award given to 
the nation’s best interior lineman, and is a pro-
jected top-15 selection in the NFL draft.

Cooper isn’t the same man he was when 
he first walked onto UNC’s campus four and 
a half years ago. It’s likely that soon, after a 
few life-changing words from the NFL com-

missioner next spring, he’ll finally be able to 
see just how far he’s really come.

He appreciates what roadblocks along the 
way have done for him. Cooper thinks through 
each step of his journey, regarding them as not 
just means to an end, but as distinct events 
that have helped shape the person he is today.

“It hasn’t been an easy road,” he said, “but 
it’s been a good one and one full of lessons.”

‘It’s nothing personal.’

During UNC’s 2011 campaign, the Tar 

Serving UNC students and the University community since 1893

Success breeds success.
MIa HaMM

Monday, December 3, 2012dailytarheel.comVolume 120, Issue 122

Ready to fly the ‘Coop’

champions
By David Adler

Staff Writer

SAN DIEGO, Calif. — It was 
coach Anson Dorrance’s 21st 
NCAA championship. It was the 
program’s 22nd national title. 

But these Tar Heels had to 
make a giant leap all their own.

Had No. 13 UNC (15-5-3) 
lost during the NCAA tourna-
ment, instead of defeating Penn 
State 4-1 as it did in the final on 
Sunday, its six losses would have 
been UNC’s most ever in a single 
season. Instead, UNC turned 

what could have become its worst 
season in history into the best 
possible outcome.

“We overachieved,” Dorrance 
said. “I thought our NCAA seeding 
was too high — we should have 
been a third seed, so when we were 
a two, that was a great break.

“A lot of other teams could 
have been here in our place.”

Four different players scored 
for the Tar Heels against the No. 5 
Nittany Lions (21-4-2) — forward 
Kealia Ohai, defender Hanna 
Gardner, defender Satara Murray 
and midfielder Ranee Premji. 

Ohai was named the College 
Cup’s Most Outstanding Player 
on offense, and Murray won the 
award for defense.

Penn State was the last road-
block for a North Carolina team 
that took out three of the four top 
seeds in the tournament — BYU, 
Stanford and Penn State — back-
to-back-to-back.

UNC struck early in each half. 
Hardly more than a minute after 
the opening kickoff, Ohai ran down 
a deep ball from Murray, dribbled 

NCAA 
funds 

academic 
support

By Melvin Backman
Senior Writer

Alyssa Andress, a freshman lacrosse 
player, said days spent balancing school and 
sports can make it difficult to seek the kinds 
of help normally available to UNC students.

So she uses athlete-specific tutors.
“We can’t always get to the teachers 

because of practices and workouts during 
office hours,” she said. “Having the tutors 
here at night helps balance that out.”

This year, full-time, athlete-specific 
academic support staff and tutors cost the 
University $1.36 million, which represents 
1.8 percent of the total athletic budget. 

More than $400,000 of that spending 
goes directly to a corps of part-time tutors 
for athletes.

Money from an NCAA fund earmarked 
for student athletes’ benefit is helping the 
tutoring program avoid cuts affecting other 
parts of the department. 

The Student-Athlete Opportunity Fund 
helps UNC pay for its tutoring program as 
it decreases use of department-generated 
funds.

This year’s athletic budget proposed 
increases in spending for bigger categories 
like “salaries and benefits” and “direct sports 
expenses.” 

The former saw a $2.7 million increase 
that equaled the amount of the department’s 
new revenue. The latter saw $1.6 million 
in new spending while other areas, such as 
facilities and administration, saw cuts. 

This year’s budget accords “academic sup-
port,” a category mostly made of tutoring 
spending, $120,000 less in department-gen-
erated money than last year. That’s a nearly 
24 percent drop from last year. 

An increasingly large chunk of the NCAA 
money is making up the difference. Two 
years ago, about $25,000 of the money 
was used for academic support, said Amy 
Herman, the former associate athletic direc-
tor for compliance in an interview that took 
place before her resignation Friday. Last 
year, that amount was $100,000. This year, 
it will be $200,000, or about half of tutor-
ing spending.

Before Herman left her post, she admin-
istered the fund’s use at UNC. 

Numerous academic support officials in 
the athletic department declined requests to 
be interviewed for this article. They didn’t 
answer questions about why the tutoring 
budget was increasing or give reasons for 
the increased need for academic support 
services. 

The Tar Heels walked off the field in San Diego with the program’s 21st NCAA title.

The NCAA subsidy is used to 
help pay for athlete tutoring. 
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UNC makes changes to help transfer students

By Katharine McAnarney
Staff Writer

Transfer students are more 
likely to face academic problems 
than freshmen, according to a 
new University study — and those 
students think administrators 
aren’t doing enough to help them 
adjust. 

The study, based on data from 

spring 2011, is being conducted 
by the Office of Undergraduate 
Education. It found that transfers 
are about 50 percent more likely 
to end up on academic probation 
after their first semester than 
freshmen. 

About 9.5 percent of all new 
transfers end up on probation 
at the end of their first semester, 
according to the study.

Cynthia Demetriou, direc-
tor for retention in the Office of 
Undergraduate Education, said 
transfer students can struggle 
transitioning to a new school 
more than freshmen students.

“There are a lot of resources to 
support first-years,” she said. “But 
there are fewer resources to sup-
port transfer students during that 
process.”

UNC’s undergraduate admis-
sions office made this year’s trans-
fer student orientation mandatory 
and moved the 2013 transfer 
application deadline from March 
1 to Feb. 15 — both efforts to help 
transfer students succeed aca-
demically.

Rebecca Egbert, senior assis-
tant director of admissions, said 

Transfer students are 50 
percent more likely to 

be on probation.

pRoBATioN LiKELihooD

9.5
Percent of new transfers on pro-
bation after their first semester

23
Percent of students on probation 
in spring 2011 who were transfers

1.69
Average cumulative GPA of trans-
fers on probation in spring 2011
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in a standout career, Jonathan 
Cooper learned many lessons.
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Jonathan Cooper greets fans after a game in UNC’s Kenan Stadium. Cooper is a finalist for the Outland Trophy, which will be awarded Thursday.
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