
costs so they could prepare, Barner said.
“Nobody’s happy about having to pay 

higher bills, but we do our best to prepare 
them,” he said.

Sharon Hall, a spokeswoman for Duke 
Energy, said most of the revenue from the 
rate increases will provide money for new 
power plants and improve existing infra-

By Sam Fletcher
Staff Writer

A UNC student was hit by a car Tuesday 
night while crossing the street at the intersec-
tion of Weaver Dairy Road and Martin Luther 
King Jr. Boulevard, fueling concerns about the 
safety of pedestrians on one of Chapel Hill’s 
most heavily trafficked roads.

The student, John Ward, showed no signs 
of serious external injury, but he was taken 
to UNC Hospitals for an evaluation, said Sgt. 
Josh Mecimore, spokesman for the Chapel 
Hill Police Department. 

The incident was reported at 8:32 p.m. 
Tuesday, according to Chapel Hill police reports.

Ward said he does not remember the incident.
“I really can’t recall anything about the acci-

dent at the time due to amnesia caused by a 

concussion from the accident,” Ward said in a 
Facebook message.

After hitting Ward, the driver briefly con-
tinued driving until she reached a parking lot 
where she turned around and then returned to 
the scene, Mecimore said.

The driver was cited for failing to stop her 
vehicle after striking a pedestrian.

Mecimore said the responsibility to stop 
immediately after an accident falls on the driver. 
He added that the driver involved in the incident 
will be appearing in court for the citation.

Mecimore said the police department does 
not suspect the driver was under the influence 
of alcohol or drugs.

In the past week, two residents have com-
plained to the Chapel Hill Town Council about 
the intersection.

In emails to the council, Tom Loughrey and 
Rich Godfrey both said they think the street is 
hazardous.

By Meredith Burns
Staff Writer

Duke Energy is proposing another 
increase in electric rates — meaning resi-
dents and local governments could face their 
third round of rate hikes since 2009.

The N.C. Utilities Commission will con-
sider the proposed average rate hike of 9.7 
percent, which could raise residents’ average 
monthly bills by about $14.

If approved, the rate hike could go into 
effect as early as this fall. 

The University buys about 80 percent of 
its electricity from Duke Energy for about 
$35 million annually, said Philip Barner, 
UNC’s interim director of energy services.

University departments, including UNC 
Hospitals and on-campus housing, were 
warned in the fall about rising electricity 
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UNC system releases scrutiny of misconduct

By Nicole Comparato and 
Daniel Wiser
Senior Writers

The UNC-system Board of 
Governors’ independent review of 
academic misconduct at UNC-CH, 
released Thursday, mostly agreed 
with known findings — but it raised 
new concerns among some members 
about the role of athletic advising.

The board’s Academic Review 
Panel presented its final report 
to the full board Thursday. In the 
report, the panel reviewed five other 
campus-initiated investigations 
and attributed the misconduct to 
former Department of African and 
Afro-American Studies chairman 
Julius Nyang’oro and administrator 
Deborah Crowder. 

The most recent review was 
conducted by former N.C. Gov. Jim 
Martin, who presented his results 
at a Dec. 20 UNC Board of Trustees 
special meeting. The report showed 
irregular classes in the department 
that dated back as far as 1997.

“It was like the chairman had a 
fiefdom and he was the king — and no 
one was looking at what the king was 
doing,” said panel member Jim Deal.

Not all board members were con-
vinced by the panel’s report. Board 
member Burley Mitchell said the 
role of athletics advisers should be 
scrutinized more.

“You don’t wind up with 45 per-
cent of the students in classes like 
this being drawn from 5 percent of 
the student body by random. They 
were guided,” he said, referring to 
the proportion of student athletes in 
172 total anomalous courses found 
since fall 2001.

The report suggests academic 
counselors in the Academic Support 
Program for Student Athletes steered 
student athletes into courses during 
the periods under review — without 
knowing they were anomalous.

But other board members, includ-
ing David Young, said the recom-
mendations in the report allayed their 
concerns. Recommendations include 
using technology to track suspicious 
clustering in courses and ensuring 
that student-athletes meet with non-
athletic academic advisers annually.

“I’m not concerned from an athletic 

ACADEMIC INVESTIGATION

SEE PANEL REPORT, PAGE 4

SEE DUKE RATES, PAGE 4SEE MLK ACCIDENT, PAGE4

By Jonathan LaMantia
Assistant Sports Editor

N orth Carolina women’s basket-
ball coach Sylvia Hatchell was 
23 years old when she notched 
win No. 1 with Francis Marion, 

and back then she did a little bit of every-
thing for the team. 

“I drove the bus. If the floor needed 
sweeping, I swept it,” Hatchell said. 
“Sometimes, especially on holidays, I’d wash 
the uniforms when the managers were on 

vacation.”
She became the sixth coach, men’s or 

women’s, to reach 900 wins in Thursday’s 
80-52 victory against Boston College. 

SEE HATCHELL, PAGE 4

Student hit by car on 
MLK Tuesday night

Duke Energy proposes 
third rate hike in 4 years

The Board of Governors’ 
Academic Review Panel 

released its final product.

Accident causes concern about 
new crosswalk installation.

The company has proposed an 
average increase of 9.7 percent.

DUKE ENERGy RATE INCREASES

9.7 percent
proposed average rate increase

$136,000
amount increase would cost OWASA

7.2 percent
average rate increase approved last February

SERIES OF INVESTIGATIONS
The Board of Governors’ report is 
one of several:

 dec. 20: Former N.C. Gov. Jim 
Martin presented his report to the 
UNC Board of Trustees with Raina 
Rose Tagle of Baker Tilly Virchow 
Krause LLC.

 Tuesday: Martin issued a clarifi-
cation to his report.

 Thursday: The UNC Board of 
Governors Academic Review Panel 
presented its findings.
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