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SportsFriday

By Max Miceli
Staff Writer

The word “family,” as applied to sports 
teams, refers to the figurative bond created 
between players and coaches.

When the North Carolina lacrosse team 
uses the term, though, it takes on a more 
literal meaning. 

“If you look back at the history of the 
program there’s a lot of brothers and family 

members that have gone through,” coach 
Joe Breschi said. “That’s always been a 
thing that’s unique to Carolina.”

For brothers Billy and Jimmy Bitter, that 
Tar Heel legacy lives on, and for the young-
er brother, that means high expectations.

Billy Bitter, who finished his career at 
UNC in 2011 as one of the program’s best 
attackmen, is now playing professionally 
for the Rochester Rattlers of Major League 
Lacrosse. 

Jimmy Bitter, a sophomore beginning his 
second season as a Tar Heel, is attempting to 
follow in the footsteps of his older brother.

But approaching his brother’s 99 goals 
and 76 assists won’t be easy for the shifty 
sharpshooter. 

Last season, the younger Bitter didn’t 
earn a starting role until halfway through 
the season.

When he did, though, he made an instant 
impact, finishing the season with 41 points. 

Entering his sophomore year, Jimmy 
Bitter will be competing with more than a 
stacked Atlantic Coast Conference. He’ll be 
facing the high expectations that come with 
the Bitter name.

Competitive spirit

The Bitter boys grew up in a family con-

Younger brother has his 
older brother’s legacy 

to live up to.

Fencers prepare for trip to Durham

By Brandon Chase
Staff Writer

This weekend, members 
of the North Carolina fenc-
ing team have an opportunity 
that most Tar Heels can only 
dream of — fighting a Blue 
Devil. 

The two teams will 
square off for their annual 
dual match this weekend 
in Durham, and coach Ron 
Miller knows what the his-
toric rivalry series means to 
his program.

“We look forward to it all 
year,” Miller said. “It’s prob-
ably the highlight of our sea-
son. This will be around the 
93rd or 94th time we’ll meet 
them, and this year our teams 
are pretty evenly matched, so 
we are looking forward to a 
strong competition.” 

Although the Tar Heels 
hold a heavy lead in the all-
time series, Duke has had 
recent success against UNC. 
No Tar Heel on the current 
roster has defeated the Blue 
Devils. 

This weekend presents 
UNC’s first and only chance to 
break the streak this season. 

To say junior Kacie Albert is 
fired up about that opportuni-
ty may be an understatement. 

“I really think the women’s 
team has an amazing chance 
to beat Duke this year,” 

Albert said. “Beating Duke in 
their own home gym is even 
sweeter. It really goes to show 
that we’re Carolina, you know 
what we’re about, and we’re 
here to beat you.”

The fencing squad will 
walk directly past Cameron 
Indoor stadium and the 
infamous Krzyzewskiville as 
they make their way to the 
meet. 

Albert said her emotions 
crescendo as she steps inside 
Card Gym.

“It’s a certain feeling when 
you walk in the gym,” Albert 
said. “Your school pride really 

The Tar Heel fencers 
are fired up to square 

off with Duke.

Sam Austin 
is, along with 
the rest of the 
Tar Heel fenc-
ers, looking for 
his first victory 
against Duke 
this weekend.

is overwhelming, and there’s 
just all this Duke stuff every-
where, and you just want to 
beat Duke.”

A single dual match con-
sists of 27 fights, nine for each 
weapon squad — foil, epee, 
and sabre. For the Tar Heels 

to take at least 14 for the vic-
tory, they’ll need to harness 
their emotion into consistent 
performances in all three dis-
ciplines, Miller said.

“All year long, we’ve had 
every weapon squad have a 
great day,” Miller said. “But 
it’s been rare that through 
a whole day, every weapon 
squad has had a consistent 
performance.”

Junior Sam Austin said 
he knows his team will need 
some intense willpower to 
outlast the Blue Devils. 

“It’s going to be all about 
focus, because we definitely 

have the team to beat them,” 
Austin said. “I feel our team is 
much stronger than them, so 
we just have to stay focused 
the entire time we’re there.” 

Miller believes this year’s 
team is primed and ready to 
take down its hated rivals 
and re-take its position as 
the leader in the storied 
rivalry. 

“They rarely, in recent his-
tory, respect us the way they 
do some of the other teams,” 
Miller said. “But anytime you 
have any sport competing 
Carolina-Duke, its always a 
toss up, and this year in par-
ticular, we’re ready.”

Contact the desk editor at
sports@dailytarheel.com.
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 B olinwood  C ondominiums

 500 Umstead Drive, Chapel Hill, NC 27516
  919-942-7806  |  www.bolinwoodcondos.com

 2BR: 923 square feet: $685, 3BR: 1212 square feet: $800

  Private balconies, on site pool, basketball 
 court, laundry facility, N-line bus stop

 413757.CRTR


